
Mr BOWLER’S FACTIVITY PAGE 2 

WORDS GONE MAD! 
FACTS :   Can you read this page of the Bath Chronicle?   It is 
on the top floor of the Museum, but its back-to-front, called 
‘mirror image’.  You are looking at old printers’ type blocks 
prepared by a ‘compositor’ ready for printing on a press.  It has 
to be in reverse so as to print correctly.   

CHALLENGE:   How much was stolen in the reported raid?  
Find a small mirror, turn around, look at the picture through it 
over you shoulder and you’ll find it makes sense.  Next time 
you come to the Museum bring a mirror with you and check it 
out. 

QUESTION TO THINK ABOUT: 

Q: When you look into a mirror you left hand stays on the left of your body in the reflection. So why then 
does the printers’ type read right to left, not right to left in the reflection? 

A:  Mirrors provide an image that we perceive as being behind it, reflected in its plane.  You turned around 
and reversed the image! 

ACTIVITY:  SHARKS GONE MAD!   This is a real mystery and will baffle you and your friends. 

1) Print two images like this on card, (enlarged if you wish).  Cut them out and stick them back-to-back  
with the sharks at right angles to each other.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2) On one side write a small ‘1’ on this corner     
           and a ‘0’ on this corner 

 

 

 

3) Hold the octagon like this with your finger on ‘0’. Note the 
direction the shark is swimming. Gently spin the octagon 
through 1800 between your finger & thumb. Check the shark on 
the other side is swimming in the same direction. If not, unglue it 
and reattach it so that it is. 
 

4) Now hold the octagon with your fingertip on ‘1’. When you  rotate & check the other side, which 
direction is the shark swimming?   
 
Why? What has happened?  



 
 

YOU ARE STRONGER  
THAN YOU THINK 
 
Humans are not very strong when it comes to lifting big weights 
so we have invented simple machines.  This one in the Museum 
is called a’ crab winch’ and could lift half a tonne! A handle was 
slotted onto the protruding end of the shaft whose little gear 
drove the big gear. The ration of the gears reduced the speed of 
rotation but increased its torque or lifting power. 
 
ACTIVITY: 
 
Make a simple geared crane using Lego, Meccano or another 
construction kit. Make sure you have the handle on the small 
gear driving the big gear.  The big-gear’s shaft has the rope on it 
around a drum. 
 
Try lifting a load. 
 
Now re-construct the crane with the handle on the big gear, 
driving the small gear. This time the small-gear’s shaft has the 
rope-drum on it. 
 
Try lifting the load again.  Why is it so difficult to lift? 

 
 


